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Southwestern Oklahoma State University’s Student Publication
Greg Franklin takes office
By Dawn Nauman
Sports Editor "M any f a ls e  b e l ie f s  t h a t  
p e o p le  h o ld  a r e  d u e  t o  
a c k  o f  e d u c a t io n  a b o u t  
th e ir  fe llo w  s t u d e n t s .”
Greg Franklin
With the official inauguration behind him, 
Greg Franklin will add Student Government 
President to his list of titles, which already in­
cludes starting linebacker for Southwestern's 
football team, bounty hunter, private investiga­
tor and RA.
This is a job that he doesn't take lightly.
"I can now  be a voice for the voiceless. I was 
elected by m y peers, and this is a huge honor 
and privilege," Franklin said.
He is not the only one who recognizes his 
election as such.
"My parents m ade me come dow n last week­
end just so they could call me Mr. President in
person, and when m y mom calls she says, 'Hello, 
Mr. President,'" he said. "They are ecstatic."
This last SGA election received more atten­
tion from the student body than in years past. 
This is partly because Franklin is a well-known 
student who can be found in  just about any 
corner of campus.
However, this was still an uphill battle for 
Franklinbecause he was fighting the incumbent, 
Garrett King, who is also widely respected by 
his peers.
With his victory, Franklin wants to "make 
the SGA a government that is 100 percent ap­
proachable by the student body."
Two things that Franklin and his administra­
tion want to work on are eliminating meal zones 
for Southwestern's meal plan and increasing 
the unity and cultural awareness on campus.
D uring his inaugura l speech, Franklin 
showed concern for the division of the cam­
pus.
"If a student travels north on campus, but 
isn 't a music major, they will see new faces. If
See Franklin, page 2
MEET
D u k e
SWOSU’s newest 
mascot has four 
legs and a very 
busy schedule!
See page 2 for story
Garrett King --
“We kept the promises we made"
By Lynsie Baskin
News Editor
Despite his recent defeat in the elec­
tion for Student Body President, Garrett 
King has plenty of pursuits to keep him 
occupied.
He began work for US Representative 
Frank Lucas in April.
King is also preparing to finish his 
political science degree in  December.
"I'm also busy 'nodding m y head'
when my fiancee asks me my opinion 
about wedding colors, etc.," he said.
King's term as Student Body President 
was highlighted by the student organiza­
tions' opportunity to send a representa­
tive to Senate. His administration also 
sponsored the 10 Big Ideas for SWOSU 
campaign.
In his inaugural address, King stated 
that the Student GovernmentAssociation 
would "go farther, reach higher, and work 
harder" for students.
"We kept the promises we made," 
King said recently. "That says something 
about the moral fiber and character of 
m y administration. We promised certain 
things to the students that elected us, and 
we fought for those things."
King said his three years in SGA were 
"fun." He also said that the best part of 
the re-election campaign was meeting 
students and getting to know them bet­
ter.
See King, page 2
Pancake b reak fast 
p re sen ts  free food 
and  cash prizes
By Marie Smith
Staff Reporter
A free late-night breakfast is p lanned for all SWOSU 
students to attend.
The breakfast is scheduled to be held on  May 2, the n ight 
before the spring semester finals begin, and will last from 
10-11:30 p.m.
The breakfast will take place at the M emorial Student 
Center on the W eatherford campus.
Every SWOSU student is welcome to attend this event.
The meal will consist of pancakes and sausage. The pre­
parers of the breakfast will be various adm inistrators and 
staff w ho will also serve the m eal to students.
This event had  a great tu rnou t last year w ith over 600 
students attending.
"This is an opportunity  for students to take a break from 
studying the night before final exams begin. This is also an 
opportunity  to m eet and greet various faculty, staff and 
adm inistrators," said Cynthia Foust, associate provost.
The breakfast event started in  the m id-nineties w ith 
Student Services. The breakfast has grow n over the years 
w ith adm inistrative and academic support.
"We have adm inistrators including President Hays and 
senior adm inistrators. Student services adm inistrators and 
staff, academic adm inistrators and faculty- all assist in  the 
success of this event," Foust said.
Along w ith the free food, students also have the chance 
to w in a $50 cash prize.
"The students receive free pancakes and sausage and the 
opportunity  to place their nam e in  a draw ing for one of two 
$50 cash prizes complim ents of the SWOSU Foundation," 
Foust said.
In order to w in the cash prize, students m ust be present. 
The draw ing for one cash prize is at 10:30 pm  and the other 
at 11:15 pm.
Students can now rent textbooks from the University Bookstore in order to save money. (Photo by Linda Giacometti.)
Bookstore offers textbook rental
By Megan Alexander
Staff Reporter
Students are now  able to rent text books th rough  the 
rental textbook program .
The Follett's Rent-A-Text program  is a pilot program  
that w as im plem ented in  three book stores approxim ately 
tw o years ago to gauge the level of student interest in  the 
rental program .
In the rental program , the store selects the books that 
will be available for rental. This program  is different 
than  traditional rental program s, in  which the university  
independently  rents books to students for a fee.
Books are ren ted  at 55% of the retail price. Books are 
tu rn ed  in  at the end of the semester. Rental books are not 
eligible for book buyback. If a rental book is not tu rned  
in  or is dam aged, then  the student is charged the rest of
the book 's cost.
Since this is a pilot program , only seven other campuses 
are participating in  Follett's Rent-A-Text program  at this 
time.
W hen a rental book is presented by a student at the cash 
register, the cashier should  offer the choice of renting or 
purchasing the book. If the rental option is selected, the 
student will need  to com plete a form  w ith their contact 
inform ation and signature.
At this tim e a credit card is kept on file so that the store 
can follow up  on un re tu rned  copies.
"I am excited about ways to save students m oney 
and provide services and products that are im portant 
to them . We will try  this program  again in  the fall, so I 
encourage students to ask in  the bookstore about renting 
textbooks," said Ashley Hancock, m anager of University 
Bookstore.
Convocation:
May 12, 10 a.m. 
Milam Stadium.
For more graduation news, 
see page 4
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Franklin from page 1
they go east, and they aren't 
a social science or pharm acy 
major, they will encounter 
students they have never 
seen before," he said.
H e p rom ises th a t u n ity  
w ill be p rea c h e d  in  the  
2007- 2008 school year.
"M any  false beliefs th a t 
peop le  ho ld  are d u e  to  lack 
of ed u ca tio n  abou t their 
fellow  stu d en ts ,"  he said.
In  a d d i t io n  to  th is ,  
F rank lin  said, "I apprec i­
a ted  the ex trem ely  differ­
en t p o in t of v iew  th a t Dr. 
D a v id  Y eagley b ro u g h t  
to  c a m p u s  e a r l ie r  th is  
m on th ."
H o w e v er, th e re  w ere  
tw o  th in g s th a t d isg u sted  
him .
"First, w as the response 
of som e of the  m em bers of 
the  W eatherfo rd  com m u­
n ity  to  m ino rity  studen ts. 
Second, w as  h o w  som e 
of the  s tu d e n t b o d y  re ­
sp o n d ed ,"  said  Franklin .
D esp ite  be ing  a fierce
com petito r o n  the  football 
field, he ho ld s  the  belief 
th a t s tu d en ts  sh o u ld  no t 
use  physical v iolence; they  
sh o u ld  use w ords.
"Violence on ly  affirm s 
w h a t peop le  a lready  b e ­
lieve, an d  w here  does th a t 
get us?" he asks.
To solve p rob lem s like 
these, the  n e w  ad m in is tra ­
tion  p lans to b ring  studen ts 
together in  social settings 
ou tside  of academ ics.
Som ething else F ranklin
w o u ld  like to  p u rsu e  is 
p ro v id in g  w e e k e n d  ac­
tiv ities to  entice s tu d e n ts  
to  stay  on  cam pus d u rin g  
the  w eekends.
S o u th w e s te r n 's  n e w  
p residen t has big goals and  
p lan s  to  m ake b ig  changes 
to  cam pus, b u t after eight 
years  of b o u n ty  h u n tin g  
th a t requires chasing d o w n  
fugitives o n  foot an d  in  
h ig h -s p e e d  ch ases , th is  
sh o u ld  n o t be a n y th in g  
F rank lin  canno t hand le .
King from page 1
He said that he would like to see more students at South­
western.
"We have amazing facilities and staff here, but we need more 
people to fulfill the potential of this place," King said.
He praised the efforts of the Admissions and Recruitment of­
fice and said everyone should give their support to that staff.
King said that finances are a large concern for students.
"Many students emerge from the university with not only 
degrees but also massive debt," he said. "Money talks, and it 
speaks particularly loudly to college students."
Because he is a political science major and very active in 
political endeavors, many students assume King's long-term 
goals include running for political office.
"Working in public administration /  policy areas of any kind 
is my cup of tea," King said.
However, he is unsure whether or not students will see his 
name on a state or national ballot in the future.
"We're all in trouble if I am the best candidate a political party 
can cough up," King joked.
"Seriously, I have no idea [if I will run for office]," King said. 
"Running for office is such a huge deal. I will always be involved 
in serving my country, in one way or another, but I hope it 
doesn't involve running, because it's such a trial to endure!"
King cited his faith as a source of reassurance.
"My ultimate long-term goal is to lead a life that points to 
Jesus Christ and hopefully draws others to him," he said. "Who 
knows what the Savior has in store for me? His plans are bigger 
than all of ours, fortunately."
When he is not working on political or academic efforts, King 
helps to maintain his family's farm outside Binger.
"I will always proudly consider m y primary occupation -  and 
habit -  to be farming," King said.
Family is important to him as well.
"I have three incredible nephews who are very patriotic and 
all under the age of three, and they are m y pride and j oy," King 
said. "I have an unbelievably beautiful fiancee and a family that 
is so tightly-knit we are referred to as 'The Brady Bunch.'"
King's other hobbies include basketball, books and "eating 
a good steak."
As for Greg Franklin's incoming administration, King is sup­
portive.
"As is the case with all campus elections, the students will 
get what they voted for, and I wish all the best to the incoming 
administration," he said.
Alumni Association purchases live mascot
Pictured with Duke are Brandi Gateley, assistant director for 
the Alumni Association; Bob Newcomb; Dr. Nancy Rose; Rita 
Hays; Mary Regier, president of the Alumni Association; and 
Jim Waites, executive director of the Alumni Association.
Duke is back at Southwestern.
The Alum ni Association has purchased a live bulldog that 
will serve as m ascot at various events on W eatherford and 
Sayre campuses.
The bulldog is nam ed Duke.
Alum ni Association spokesperson Brandi Gateley said 
the association is not changing the nam e of Brandy on the 
costum ed dog that appears at various athletic events and the 
big plastic bulldog that sits on campus. The only change will 
be the nam e of the live bulldog.
The bulldog was officially recorded a "cham pion" by the 
Am erican Kennel Club on February 18, 2007. Duke will be 
housed in  W eatherford by Rita Hays.
Duke will have an appointm ent calendar that will be 
handled  by the Alum ni Association office.
Duke is scheduled to m ake a few guest appearances this 
summer, bu t his schedule will be m uch busier this fall w hen 
the majority of students come back for the 2007 fall semes­
ter.
Why “D uke?” W hat  ab o u t Brandy?
M any curren t-day  patrons of the 
un iversity  know  the bu lldog  m ascot 
as Brandy. But, back in  the early days, 
the m ascot w as know n as Duke. Af-
ter the passing  of Duke, there w as a 
period  of tim e th a t the  un iversity  d id  
no t have a live bulldog. Then, som e­
tim e betw een  1960-65, a social fra ter­
n ity  b rough t a live bulldog, nam ed  
Brandy, back to cam pus. B randy has 
been the nam e of the m ascot for the 
past 40 years.
Personal Safety Class...
The Personal Training for Social Work Seniors class finished its first semester recently. The class, taught by black 
belt-level instructors Dr. Robert Sam Lackey and Gene Foust, taught class members safety measures they may have 
to use in their career. These included staying alert to threats, using verbal and physical interventions and mastering 
self-defense moves. Social science professors Debbi McFarlin and Chris Gregston oversaw the course. Personal safety 
courses are ongoing and will be offered in the summer and fall. For more information, call Lackey at 774-4602 or Foust 
at 774-3111 (Photo by Kristy Wilson).
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U ndergraduate students who have 
low academic grade point averages can 
find forgiveness for their low academic 
standing.




hom a State Re­
gents for H igher 
E duca tion  have 
an academic for­
g iveness po licy  
th a t  is to ta l ly  
dependen t on a 
s tu d e n t 's  g rad e  
point average."
T h e  p o l ic y  
in c lu d e s  th re e  
forgiveness p ro ­
visions: the re­
p e a te d  c o u rs e  
policy, academic 
rep riev e  policy, 
and the academic 
ren ew al policy.
Each policy has 
its own guidelines 
designed to meet 
a student's need for forgiveness.
The repeated course policy applies 
to students w ho are pursuing first or 
second baccalaureate degrees.
U nder this policy students 
m ay repeat courses in which 
original grades were "D" or 
"F".
" A student is only allowed 
a total of four forgivenesses,"
Klaassen said.
According to the academic 
reprieve and academic renewal policy, 
prior to requesting academic reprieve
or renewal, the student m ust have 
earned a GPA of 2.00 or higher w ith no 
grade lower than a "C" in all regularly 
graded course w ork (m inim um  of 12 
hours excluding activity and perfor­
mance courses) completed since the 
reprieved or renew ed semester. This 
c o u rse  w o rk  
m ay have been 
com pleted  at 
any accredited 
higher educa­
tio n  in s t i tu ­
tion.
The academic 
rep riev e  and  
ren e w a l r e ­





te r  from  th e  
reten tion  and 
g r a d u a t i o n  
GPA. All work 
in the reprieved 
or renew ed se­
m ester will be 
counted in the 
c u m u l a t i v e  
GPA. A m ini­
m um  of 120 semester hours is required 
for graduation excluding the reprieved 
or renew ed semester.
Students should not assum e that the 
retention GPA or academic reprieve
w ould be considered w hen applying 
for the adm ission to program s such as 
Pharmacy, N ursing, and Teacher Edu­
cation. Students are advised to check 
w ith the respective departm ent chairs 
on this matter.
With these policies, a student could 
be below a 2.0 accum ulative G.P.A. and 
not be suspended or on probation.
Klaassen em phasized that students 
should not get the academic forgiveness 
policy confused w ith the financial 
aid policies.
He also said that out of the three 
policies, the last policy is used sel­
dom  and that the first policy is m ost 
popular w ith students. For more in­
formation, please visit http: /  /  www. 
swosu.edu /  resources /  policies /  stu- 
dents/academ ics or the registrar's 
office in room 108 of the Adm inistration 
Building.
R epeated C ourse  
Policy
- The first four courses (18 hour 
m axim um ) repeated are the only 
hours that can be considered.
- I f  a course is repeated m ore than 
once, all grades earned, w ith the 
exception o f  the first grade, w ill be 
counted.
- For repeated courses above the 
first four courses, both the origi­
nal grade and repeat grade w ill be 
counted
- Validation from  the departm ent 
offering the course is required if  a 
student believes courses to be identi­
cal.
A cadem ic R eprieve  
Policy
- A t least three years m ust have 
elapsed betw een the period in 
w hich  the sem ester being re ­
quested reprieved w as completed 
and the reprieve request.
- Only one sem ester’s w ork may 
be reprieved.
- Required courses successfully 
com pleted during the reprieved 
sem ester w ill not be repeated.
- A cadem ic R eprieves granted 
by other colleges and universi­
ties m ay apply for A cadem ic 
R eprieves under Southw estern 
guidelines.
A cadem ic R enew al Policy
- A t least five years m ust have elapsed 
betw een the period in w hich the sem ester 
being requested renew ed w as com pleted 
and the renew al request.
University ch an g es  sum m er sem este r en ro llm en t policies
By Doris Wandrie
Staff Reporter
Until now, full-time enrollm ent for sum m er school has 
always been 6 credit hours.
According to Jerome Wichert, director of financial student 
services, that is not the case any longer.
Full-time sum m er school enrollm ent has increased to 12 
credit hours due to a policy change by the U.S. D epartm ent 
of Education.
"The reason for the policy change is because in the past 
we operated under form ula (3) that looked at a num ber of 
eight weeks eligibility for a student to be considered full­
time during the summer, w hen we were actually operating 
under nine weeks," he said.
"Basically, Fred Sellers of the D epartm ent of Education 
told us that we could have some compliance issues if we 
continue to operate under the eight week formula," said 
Wichert.
"Sellars told our school to switch to form ula (1), which 
is a standard academic load for calculating financial aid to 
6 credits for part-tim e students and 12 credits for full-time 
students," W ichert said.
W ichert also said that several other schools such as U ni­
versity Central Oklahoma and South Eastern State University 
recently switched to form ula (3) for the same compliance
reasons.
"The change is a federal regulation issue that we have 
been considering," said Kim Cook, student financial aid 
assistant director.
Cook said that just because they changed the financial 
aid requirem ents to 12 credit hours for full-time does not 
necessarily m ean that a student is required to take the full 
12 hours during the sum m er term.
"We w ant to point out that to be eligible for student loans, 
a student m ust be enrolled part-time," Cook said.
W ichert and Cook welcome students to come by the fi­
nancial aid office if they w ant more inform ation concerning 
the sum m er policy change.
S tu f f  hap pening...
W ednesday, May 02, 2007
End Day Oklahom a Breastcare Center Mobile 
Unit (Multi-Day Event)
12:00 PM Support Group for Employees Caring 
for Aging Parents
2:30 - 4:00 PM Faculty Retirement Reception 
10 - 11:30 PM Free Late Night Pancake Breakfast
Thursday, May 03, 2007 
FINALS
6:30 PM Pharm acy Alum ni Dinner
Friday, May 04, 2007 
FINALS
2:00 - 3:30 PM Faculty Senate Meeting 
6:30 - 10 PM Chem istry Awards Banquet
Saturday, May 05, 2007
6:00 - 8:00 PM Com m unication Arts Banquet 
6:00 - 9:00 PM Kendi's School of Dance Recital 
6:00 PM Physics Shish-Kebab Event
Monday, May 07, 2007
Final exams for M onday night classes 
FINALS
Tuesday, May 08, 2007 
FINALS
7:00 - 9:00 PM Beginning & A dvanced Personal 
Safety Training
W ednesday, May 09, 2007 
FINALS
9 AM - 6 PM Blue Thum b Q&A & Subsampling 
Session
1:00 - 5:00 PM Residual ACT 
5:00 PM Com puter Lab Closed
Thursday, May 10, 2007
9:00 AM Com m unity Coffee
9 AM - 5PM N ursing Junior Orientation
12:00 PM Final Grades Due
Friday, May 11, 2007 
11:30 AM PAAC M eeting 
7:00 - 9:00 PM Allied H ealth Senior Reception 
7:00 PM Pharm acy G raduate Recognition
Ceremony
7:00 PM Sayre Convocation
Saturday, May 12, 2007
10:00 AM SWOSU Convocation
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Steven and Jamie Jeffrey show off their graduation gear. (Photo by Linda Giacometti.)
Seniors prepare for graduation
By Cashlie Hines
Staff Reporter
For many graduating seniors this is an end 
to a college experience they will never forget 
and the beginning to a bright future.
Laura Leigh Altom, a senior elementary 
education major from Blair, believes her ex­
perience at SWOSU has been unforgettable 
and has prepared her for the future.
"This has been the best four years of my 
life," Altom said. "The teachers are so nice. 
They take a genuine interest in you and how 
you are doing."
Mark Brady, a senior engineering technol­
ogy major from Wakita, agrees. He believes 
that SWOSU was the best choice for him.
"Southwestern is awesome," Brady said. 
"I am from a small town, and I have really
felt comfortable here."
Graduating seniors also have their eye on 
life after Southwestern.
Laura Leigh Altom plans to go back to 
her hom etown and find a teaching job in a 
nearby town. She hopes to earn a masters 
degree, so she can become a counselor.
M ark Brady plans to receive a masters 
degree in business at SWOSU before pursu­
ing a career.
M any students g raduating  will miss 
Southwestern greatly and look back on their 
time spent here with fondness. Laura Leigh 
Altom is no exception.
"I love it here," Altom said. "I love the 
town, the people and the campus. I wish I 
could stay here forever."
Convocation is at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 
12, at Milam Stadium.
Are you educated?
By Sharm ina M anandhar
Sharmina Manandhar
W h at does  b e in g  e d u ­
cated  m ean? C an a p e rso n  
h a v in g  a h ig h  school or 
college deg ree  be labe led  
ed u ca ted ?  Is th ere  m ore  
to  e d u c a tio n  th a n  ju s t re ­
ce iv ing  a p a p e r  d ip lo m a  
th a t says y o u  successfu lly  
co m p le ted  a n u m b e r  of 
req u ired  courses?
T im es h a v e  c h a n g e d  
an d  so has  the  m ean in g  
of ed u ca tio n . In an c ien t 
tim es, p eo p le  w ere  e d u ­
cated  to  be ab le to  choose 
rig h t from  w ro n g  and  lead  
a v irtu o u s  life. N ow adays, 
ed u c a tio n  is m ostly  lim ­
ite d  to  k n o w in g  th in g s .
W hat if w e k n o w  all the  d e ta ils  ab o u t 
the  ho locaust and  the  h a tred  th a t w ip ed  
o u t n ine  m illion  peo p le  from  th e  face of 
the  earth?  H as th a t k n o w led g e  s to p p e d  
u s from  h a tin g  peop le?
K now ing  facts an d  figures is n o th in g  
b u t m em o riz in g  stu ff w h ich  can  only  
take  u s so far. B ut real e d u c a tio n  com es 
in to  p lay  w h e n  y o u  ana lyze  w h a t yo u  
know , lea rn  so m e th in g  from  it a n d  a p ­
p ly  it to  y o u r  ow n  life.
A n o th e r  im p o rta n t a sp ec t of e d u c a ­
tio n  in  to d a y 's  w o rld  is to  be  able to  get 
a goo d  p a y in g  job once y o u  g rad u a te . 
I d o n 't  see a n y th in g  w ro n g  w ith  th a t. 
A fter all, yo u  a n d  y o u r  fam ily  in v es t so 
m u ch  on  y o u r  ed u ca tio n a l experience  
th a t i t 's  n o rm a l to  expect a p ro fitab le  
re tu rn . B ut th in g s  seem  to  tu rn  n as ty  
w h e n  w e ge t cau g h t u p  in  the  b u s i­
ness of d e fea tin g  o th ers  a n d  g e ttin g  
ahead .
D o scores reflect 
the  real level of e d u c a ­
tion? A n  A is defin ite ly  
b e tte r  th a n  a B or C, b u t 
rece iv ing  a lo w er g rad e  
is n o t th e  e n d  of th e  
w o r ld . It o n ly  m e a n s  
th a t y o u  can n o t a lw ays 
stay  a t the  to p  an d  th ere  
is a lw ays som e room  for 
im p ro v em en t. I sn 't  th a t 
h o w  life  w o rk s?  You 
lea rn  n ew  th in g s, w o rk  
h a rd  an d  ge t b e tte r  a t it. 
All w e hav e  to  do  is to  
m ake th e  effort.
E d u ca tio n  is n o t 
on ly  lim ite d  to  c lass­
room s or a ce rta in  age. 
You can be e d u c a te d  in  any  se ttin g  at 
any  age. A n  a d u lt  can  lea rn  a lesson  of 
innocence  from  a five-year-o ld  ch ild . 
Real life e d u ca tio n a l experience  like 
th is  leaves a p ro fo u n d  m ark  w h ich  is 
m ore effective th a n  th in g s  th a t w e lea rn  
th ro u g h  tex tbooks.
As Bill B eattie says, th e  a im  of e d u ca ­
tio n  sh o u ld  be  to teach  us ra th e r  h o w  
to th in k , th a n  w h a t to  th in k  —  ra th e r  
to  im p ro v e  o u r  m in d s, so as to  enab le  
u s to  th in k  for o u rse lves, th a n  to load  
the  m em o ry  w ith  the  th o u g h ts  of o th e r 
m en . H ence th e  sole p u rp o se  of e d u ­
cation  is to  m ake y o u  a w e ll-ro u n d ed  
p e rso n  h a v in g  the  ab ility  to  choose the  
r ig h t p a th  in  life. As e d u c a te d  citizens 
of th e  m o d e rn  w o rld , w e n eed  to  b reak  
free of the  co n v en tio n a l aspec ts  of e d u ­
cation  an d  find  o u r tru e  self b e n e a th  
the  fo rm u las, theo rem s, facts, ax iom s 
an d  sta tistics.
Spotlight on Students Every week, The Southwestern will spotlight a few students for no better reason than they're really cool. And the reason they're really cool is because 
they're Bulldogs. So here are some facts about this w eek's students...




1) What is your hom etown best 
known for?
SWOSU
2) What's your favorite ice cream 
flavor?
Peanut butter cup
3) H ow many times did you have 
to take your driving test before you 
passed?
Once
4) Favorite thing about SWOSU.
The Wellness Center
5) 3 Things you can't live without.
Money, golf, beer
6) Who is your idol?
Tiger Woods
7) Favorite item of clothing.
Underw ear
8) Describe yourself in 3 words.
Brilliant, exciting, random
9) Celebrity you most resemble.
M att Dam on
10) If you could have any super 
power, what would it be?
X-ray vision
Classification: Senior 
Major: Natural Science Educa­
tion
Hometown: Amarillo, TX
1) What is your hom etown best 
known for?
The Big Texan
2) What's your favorite ice cream 
flavor?
Cookies-n-cream
3) How many times did you have 
to take your driving test before 
you passed?
Only once!
4) Favorite thing about SWOSU.
My volleyball girls
5) 3 Things you can't live without.
Family, faith, laughter.
6) Who is your idol?
No idols
7) Favorite item of clothing.
Lounge Pants
8) Describe yourself in 3 words.
Forthright, athletic, unique
9) Celebrity you most resemble.
Jennifer Lopez...maybe
10) If you could have any super 
power, what would it be?
Invisibility.
Bulldog Bites
W a t  is the greatest m ovie of all. 
tim e and w h y ?
"Underworld because Jessica Leal says so 




"Happy Feet because it's so cute 





"Gladiator because it demonstrates 
how with great spiritual determina­
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Using safety precautions can minimize the number of boating accidents every spring. (Photo 
by Linda Giacometti)
C om m on sense  go es a long 
way tow ards boating  safety
By EmmyLou W inslow
Staff Reporter
N early a thousand people 
die in boating accidents each 
year, according to the United 
States Forest Service. Of 
these, at least fifty percent 
of accidents and fatalities are 
caused from alcohol im pair­
ment. M uch of boat and lake 
safety is common sense, bu t 
the statistics don 't lie.
The first step to staying 
safe while sw im m ing at the 
lake or taking your boat out 
on the w ater is to learn the 
basics of swimming. Be sure 
that you know  how  to swim  
in a controlled environm ent 
prior to sw im m ing in the 
lake. Also, know  not to dive 
in certain areas and check 
the depth  of w ater before
diving.
A lthough it is not illegal 
to have alcoholic beverages 
on watercrafts in Oklahoma, 
no one is allowed to be in 
physical control of the w a­
tercraft if they are under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol, 
according to the Oklahom a 
Highway Patrol, Lake Patrol 
Section.
Also, anyone on a boat 
that is under the age of 12 
m ust have a personal flota­
tion device on at all times. 
The age requirem ents for 
teenagers and adults vary, 
bu t it is recom m ended that 
all passengers w ear a life 
jacket.
A no ther safety  tip  for 
boating is to not stand up 
while the boat is m oving 
or going faster than an idle.
This will prevent falling and 
possible injury.
"While pulling a w ater 
skier or a tube b eh ind  a 
boat, it is required that the 
driver have a "spotter" or a 
"mirror" person," said Josiah 
Keaton, Crow der Lake Park 
Director.
A spotter is a person that 
watches the skier or person 
tubing and can tell the driver 
w hen to slow dow n or stop 
pulling.
"W hen p u llin g  a tube 
behind  a boat, the driver 
is advised to stay at least 1 
and 1 /5  times the length of 
the rope away from shore," 
Keaton said.
For more inform ation on 
lake and boating safety con­
tact the Oklahom a Highway 
Patrol Lake Patrol Section.
Students react to 
pollen allergy
Pollens are one of the main causes of spring time 
allergies (Photo by Linda Giacometti).
By Doris W andrie
Staff Reporter
Pollen is in the air, sneezing is 
everyw here.
Runny nose, coughing and itchy, 
w atery eyes all indicate that allergy 
season has reared its ugly head once 
again.
According to Leslie Harjo, a senior 
social w ork m ajor from  El Reno, "A l­
lergenic pollen is w hen  microscopic 
particles from  the m ale flow er fertil­
izes the female flower to produce 
seed. The pollen is then  distributed 
by w ind-blow n pollinated plants."
"Bad allergies run  in m y family," 
Harjo said. "If you go to m y parents '
house, you will always find a box of Kleenex 
on every night stand or end table."
A riana Farris, a senior m ass com m unica­
tions m ajor from  Fay said that she gets bad 
allergies every year w hen the red cedar trees 
tu rn  yellow.
"The yellow  tin t in pollen is w hat causes 
m ost people in O klahom a to get sick," 
Farris said.
Farris also pointed out 
th a t  som e ce d a rs  p ro ­
duce purple /  brow n colored 
balls.
"W hen those pop  open, 
m y eyes w ater and I sneeze 
all the tim e," Farris said.
She also m entioned how  
she deals w ith  her aller­
gies-
"I find that w hen m y aller­
gies act up, I like to get a w et 
cloth and hold it over m y 
nose. That seem s to help fil­
ter the pollen out and soothe 
m y nose," Farris said. 
"A lso , w h e n  I r id e  m y 
horses in the spring, the dust 
from  the horses gets airborne 
and it m akes m e sneeze m ore than  w hen 
I ride in the fall. I suppose pollen from 
flowers
and trees is w hat causes a higher allergy 
alert for m ost people," she said.
According to ww w.pollenforecast.com  
reports, O klahom a's allergy forecast 
currently rates at m edium -high (7.3-9.6).
Pollen Allergy Prevention
Tips
Stay indorsugpekblh(5-10AM)Wmv witrsKeclodIna g-pfyitx lDkeirhutside clothing in the home
www.theallergyreliefcenter.com
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m o vies, m ovies a n d  m o re m ovies
Taking a closer look at S u m m e r  releases
By Ariana Farris
Staff Reporter
A cool, dark theater m ight be 
where most students plan to spend 
their summer, escaping high tem ­
peratures. In these theatres m any 
different types of m ovies will be 
cast onto the screen, some comedic, 
others just entertaining, and some 
that hold students on the edge of 
their seats.
Sum mer 2007 is all about trilogy 
of sequels. Three sequels from three 
different m ovies will w ow  audi­
ence this sum m er
Pirates of the Caribbean: A t World's 
End is the most talked-about of 
them. Again Johnny Depp stars as 
Captain Jack Sparrow, w hom  in the 
last film was eaten by "beastie" and 
taken to W orld's End. His friends, 
Will Turner (Orlando Bloom) and 
M iss Sw ann (K eira K nightely) 
along w ith the ship-less crew of 
the sunken Black Pearl join arm s 
w ith  the deceitful Captain Barbosa
to bring back Jack. This movie is 
expected to set box office records 
again on it's opening weekend and 
score a few m ore golden statues 
know n as Oscars. The soundtrack 
is believed to be phenom enal, and 
the special effects along w ith cos­
tum ing astounding.
A nother astounding aspect of 
theatrical perform ances is the idea 
that directors, designers and pro­
ducers can take stories from comic 
books to screen, which has become 
a common phenom enon in the past 
decade.
Spiderman 3 is set to release this 
Friday. This M arvel comic book 
gone movie could give A t World's 
End a run  for its money w ith its 
great special effects and a nice 
soundtrack. But all this depends 
on how  m uch the movie is able to 
gain the trust of its arachnid fans.
Shrek the Third stars the voice of 
Eddie M urphy and continues the 
life of movie fans' favorite ogre. 
W hen Shrek's new  father-in-law
falls ill, Shrek is looked at as heir 
to the land. He faces new  respon­
sibilities and m ust entrust the help 
of friends to continue to keep the 
swam p and his new  kingdom.
Shrek is expected to be kids' 
favorite and a delight to see. The 
trailers look promising and the film 
is believed to be full of m any puns 
and jokes.
Puns and jokes are more interest­
ing to m e than a chick flick, bu t I 
feel it was my duty to assess one. 
No Reservations, starring Catherine 
Zeta Jones and Aaron Eckhart, tells 
the story of a chef w ho finds a new 
job w orking w ith another chef. 
Eckhart plays the role of the new 
chef and develops a relationship 
w ith Jones. He also finds a way to 
get Jones' daughter to eat. Exqui­
site cuisine is not always the first 
choice of a child, Jones learns in the 
movie. Overall this movie looks like 
a good show for the kind of heart 
or perfect for a group of girls.
After girlfriends go, it's  in w ith
the boys. They m ight tend to like 
faster-paced movies such as Bruce 
Willis' new  film Live Free or Die 
Hard. A sequel to his previous Die 
H ard movies, Willis again plays the 
role of Officer McClain. This time 
McClain m ust retrieve his daughter 
from terrorists. From the previews 
and trailers of this film, it is sure to 
be edge of your seat entertainm ent 
w ith  explosions and high action, 
w ith  McClain ending up  in his 
usual die hard filthy wardrobe. This 
will be one of those films a person 
can watch over and over and will 
m ake a great addition to any DVD 
collection.
Thriller movies this summer will 
include Hostel II. If you consider 
tearing people apart and tortur­
ing them  action packed, then help 
yourself. Hostel II again packs in the 
bucks and the younger generation 
will flock to the theatre to rack their 
eyes out in horror.
One such spook show that saves 
face for suspense thrillers is the
Steven King book turned film 1408. 
A lthough this movie takes on the 
haunted house theme, it is told 
from a hotel room, room  1408. The 
room  has killed 56 people and one 
such m an has decided he is up to 
the challenge of m aking it through 
the night.
1408 su rrounds supernatu ra l 
writer Mike Enslin (John Cusack) 
w ith phenom ena, and even taps 
in to  th e  w o rld  of the  h u m an  
m ind— is it real, or is it all in my 
head. 1408 is sure to tu rn  heads and 
challenge The Sixth Sense for its own 
place atop the best scary movies. 
It may just make best scary film of 
Sum mer 2007.
W hatever genre students prefer, 
sum m er 2007 offers m any great 
films that are sure to entertain. 
These films along w ith  num erous 
others will keep this blockbuster 
season interesting and is sure to 
be one of the m ore productive 
sum m ers for Hollywood than in 
the past couple of years.
MOVIE REVIW
In the Land of Women
In the movie, In the Land of 
Women, A dam  Brody plays 
Carter.
Carter is a screenwriter who 
w rites soft-core porn. He is in 
love w ith his girlfriend, Sofia 
played by Elena Anaya. He 
is heart broken w hen Sofia 
breaks up  w ith  him , so he 
decides to get away and go to 
M ichigan w here his g rand­
m other lives to take care of 
her for a while.
W hile visiting his g rand­
mother, Carter gets to know his 
g randm other's neighbors Sarah (Meg Ryan) 
and her daughter Lucy (Kristen Stewart). 
Sarah is upset because she has found a lum p 
in her breast and believes her husband to be 
having an affair. So she confides in a new 
friend Carter.
Sarah and her daughter Lucy both  have 
negative view s about their relationship.
Sarah feels like she needs to 
stay out of her d a u g h te r 's  
life so she will not embarrass 
Lucy. Lucy is asham ed that 
her m other w ont stand up for 
herself and acts weak.
Realizing Carter is a nice 
guy, Sarah asks her daughter 
Lucy to take Carter to a movie 
some time. Lucy and Carter 
seem to hit it off and a bond 
is form ed betw een the three 
characters. In the end Carter 
helps Sarah and Lucy to un­
derstand each other and have 
a new  perspective and relationship w ith one 
another.
This movie may not be considered the best 
m ovie to everyone, bu t like the saying goes 
"to each their own." There is symbolism in 
this movie and it is all about w hat you get 
out of it.
~  Heather Felder
Vacancy
Just w hen we all ex­
pected  ano ther useless 
horror film, the movie in­
dustry unleashes an actual 
thriller. Vacancy starts with 
a couple on their way to 
A m y's (Kate Beckinsale) 
parent's house to attend 
an  a n n iv e rs a ry  pa rty .
W hile she sleeps, David 
(Luke Wilson) decides to 
take a short cut bu t nearly 
wrecks their car after try­
ing to avoid a raccoon in 
the road, causing dam age 
to the engine.
They come across a gas 
station in the m iddle of 
nowhere and are helped 
out by a m ysterious man.
After the m an helps them  fix the car they 
drive off but, tw o miles dow n the road, the 
car really breaks down. They walk back to 
the garage only to find closed leaving them  
no other choice bu t to stay overnight in the 
local motel.
W hen they watch 
the movies left in the room; 
they realize w here they 
were a m urder had hap­
pened and been filmed.
The couple is shak­
en up by the ringing phone 
and pounding on the door, 
b u t no one is there. It 
doesn 't take them  long to 
realize that they are in real 
danger and m ust leave.
Nothing unexpect­
ed really happens during 
the course of Vacancy. Luke 
Wilson and Kate Beckin- 
sale do great jobs acting 
as David and Amy as they 
fight for their life. The 
movie will cause suspense 
and at a few periods give you a scare, bu t 
overall was nothing too horrifying. I give 
this film an A and recom m end any thrill 
seeker to see it in the theaters.
~  Abdullah Lawal
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Softball te a m  e n d s  h o m e  sch e d u le  w ith  win
Seniors were recognized during the last home game. Left to right: Jenniffer Buccola, 
Sarah Cunningham, April Nash, and Alli Flaman.
WEATHERFORD, Okla. 
—Southw estern O klahom a 
State U niversity  gave four 
seniors p leasan t m em ories 
of their final hom e softball 
gam e beating  nationally - 
ran k ed  M idw este rn  State 
University, 4-2, in the  first 
gam e of a d o u b leh ead e r 
T h u rsd ay  in W eatherford. 
MSU cam e back  and  w as 
a 5-0 w inner in  the second 
gam e to salvage a split on 
the day.
SW OSU's record is now  
17-24 overall and  7-15 in 
the  Lone Star Conference 
N o rth  Division.
MSU, the na tion 's  15th 
ra n k e d  N C A A  D iv is io n  
II so ftba ll team , m o v ed  
to 37-14 on the year and  
kep t its slim  lead in  the 
N o rth  d iv ision  standings
w ith  a 16-6 m ark. SWOSU 
will conclude the season 
S atu rday  w ith  tw o gam es 
ag a in s t M SU in  W ichita  
Falls, Texas.
The day  m arked  the final 
hom e gam e for g rad u a tin g  
p la y e rs  S arah  C u n n in g ­
ham , A lli F lam an , A pril 
N ash  and  Jennifer Buccola. 
All four w ere recognized in 
a special cerem ony before 
the first gam e.
SW OSU finally solved 
MSU pitcher Katie Peterson 
in the fourth  w hen  scoring 
three runs off the M ustangs' 
h a rd  throw er.
F lam an led  off w ith  a 
double  and  then  scored on 
a RBI single by  Erin H utton. 
Buccola then  follow ed w ith  
an  RBI single and  ano ther 
ru n  scored th an k s to an
error g iv ing  the Bulldogs 
a 3-0 lead.
H u tto n  th en  co llected  
her second hit of the day  in 
the fifth, ano ther RBI single 
that p u t SWOSU ahead 4­
1.
F la m a n  w as c re d ite d  
w ith  the w in  on the m ound  
as she scattered eight hits 
over seven innings and  al­
low ed ju st tw o runs.
She struck  out five and 
w alked  none to im prove 
her record to 7-14 on the 
year.
In the second gam e, the 
M ustangs scored runs in 
each of the first four innings 
to bu ild  a 5-0 lead.
SW OSU m anaged  just 
eight hits and  w ere unable 
to get m ore than  ru n n er as 
far as th ird  base.
Volleyball team  continues preparation for fall season
Southwestern volleyball team poses for a team picture.
By Stefani Lamb
Staff Reporter
S o u th w e s te rn 's  vo lleyball team  has done g rea t 
th is  seaso n . T he  team  has d o u b le d  th e ir  w in s  
to 10-23 compared to last year.
With seven of the girls on the team  being seniors, and 
the rest of the team consisting of quite a few juniors for 
next season, coach Bo Pagliasotti says, he 's going to have 
a strong team.
He believes the team will be able to continue to increase 
their wins next season.
Coach Bo said, "Although the off season is over, the 
girls played great in their tournam ents. The team  won the 
tournam ent at home, and played very well in the others."
The team is getting a break from afternoon practices right 
now, bu t are still having 6:30 a.m. w orkouts three times 
a week for strength training.
They are working on increasing their quickness and 
vertical jum p as a team. Coach Bo says, everyone has 
increased their vertical at least 3 inches this year.
All volleyball players will return to Southwestern on 
A ugust 8th for the first practice. The team 's first tourna­
m ent is on A ugust 24th at Arkansas Tech, and the first 
home game is on August 28th.
Coach Bo says, "Continue to support the team .. .we have 
an emotional team and they play better when there's the 
support of a crowd cheering them  on. He also thanks 
everyone for coming to the games, it m eans a lot because 
he knows it's hot in there."
Bulldogs earn baseball playoff bid
WEATHERFORD -Southw est­
ern m uscled its way into the Lone 
Star Conference Post-Season Base­
ball Tournam ent and will join five 
other league heavyw eights in a 
double-elim ination tou rnam en t 
beg inn ing  Saturday, M ay 5 in 
Abilene, Texas.
The Bulldogs, 22-30 on the year, 
earned the tournam ent's  fourth 
seed by finishing second in the 
LSC's N orth Division w ith a 16-8 
record. The tournam ent features 
the top three team s from both the 
LSC N orth and South Divisions.
SWOSU will begin play Saturday 
at 11 a.m. against third seed Angelo 
State (40-16). O ther first round 
gam es are top seeded  A bilene 
C hristian  (44-11) against sixth- 
seeded  Texas A & M -K ingsville 
(27-27) and N orth cham p Central 
Oklahom a (38-16-1) against fifth- 
seeded Southeastern O klahom a 
(29-26). The w inner earns an auto­
matic berth  into the NCAA Divi­
sion II Regional Tournament.
SWOSU will be m aking its sec- 
ond-ever LSC Tournam ent berth 
and its first since the 2002 season.
The Bulldogs m ade a spectacular 
tu rnaround this year after a dismal 
4-22 beginning. SWOSU w ent 18-8 
dow n the stretch and spent time in 
first place of the LSC North.
Retiring SWOSU coach Charles 
Teasley said  th a t reaching the 
LSC Tournam ent was quite an ac­
com plishm ent considering all the 
adversity the team  faced especially 
during the first half of the season.
"This team  has come a long ways 
since the beginning," Teasley said. 
"There is no pressure on us. No one 
is expecting us to do much. We've
been the underdogs all season, and 
I don 't see that role changing in the 
tournam ent."
Teasley's squad is a combined 
5-17 against the five tournam ent 
teams, including an om inous 0-for- 
12 against South Division teams.
"Everybody is 0-0 w hen this 
begins," Teasley said. "Nothing 
we did at the beginning matters, 
same for the end. We realize the 
im portance of getting off to a good 
start and then making the plays at 
the end that w in ballgames."
The Bulldogs are expected to
throw right-hander Chris Morrison 
against the Rams on Saturday. Mor­
rison is 5-4 on the year and threw  
a two-hit, complete gam e shutout 
in his last start against East Central 
University.
Win or lose, SWOSU will next 
play Sunday at 3 p.m. against either 
Abilene Christian or Texas A&M- 
Kingsville.
All games involving SWOSU 
in the LSC Tournam ent will be 
broadcast live on KWEY 95.5 FM 
w ith Chuck Edw ards calling all the 
action.
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PUZZLE
ACROSS
1 . Bring water to this
6. South Orange, NJ college 
9. Cupid’s projectile
14. Earth
15. Total commandments 
1 6. "Whinny
17. Made of oats 






26. Go to sleep 
3 0. Calculated 
34. Invalidate 
3 5. Strides
3 6. 1 OO square meters 
3 7. Inhabitant of #19 Across 
3 8. Ear or Fanama, e.g.
3 0. “Out, damn ____!”
40. Fall mo.
41 . Actor Flynn
42. Idaho city










6 1 . Nothing













9. Practice anarchy 
1 0. Admonish 
1 1 . Baby back, e.g.
1 2. Arch type
1 3. Causes
2 1 . Yuck!
25. General Motors brand
26. Hearsay
27. Period
28. Twenty minus “w”
20. "Writing liquid
30. Boat
3 1 . Fast
32. Irregularly notched
33. Discourage
35. Political group’s policy
3 8. Home
30. Male child










54. A Death in the Fsamily author
55. “Cole’’ follower
56. Two of #64 across
Sudoku
Sudoku: Num ber puzzle in which  





in each row, 
column and 
each of nine 
3x3 blocks
Off the mark b y  M ark  P a ris i
w w w . o f f t h e m a r k . c o m
